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Tapping a Rich History in Grand Liner Design, Cunard’s Queen Victoria 

Continues a Modern Era of Style and Sophistication 
 

Striking double and triple height public spaces 
reflect a bygone elegance and grandeur 

 
 
 When the designers of Cunard's newest ocean liner, Queen Victoria, began to 

consider the ship's interior public spaces, they drew upon the well-recorded and rich 

history of previous Cunard ocean liners to set the tone.  From the ship's double and 

triple-height spaces - a design feature of grand liners of the past - to rooms imbued with 

an elegant yet understated British charm, the overall effect is both contemporary and 

historically classic. 

 “This is a unique ship offering our guests a glorious taste of grand ocean liner 

travel from days gone by, along with every modern convenience.  Even the most 

experienced travelers will be impressed.  The ship demonstrates such extraordinary 

attention to detail, not only in craftsmanship but in the thought that has gone into 

exceeding our guests’ expectations,” said Peter Shanks, president of Cunard Line. 

 According to Teresa Anderson, vice president of Interior Design, “Much of Queen 

Victoria’s interior design was inspired and carefully planned to take maximum 

advantage of the ship’s grand spaces.  Classical motifs, along with art deco and 

nouveau touches blend in a subtle continuity and add an element of surprise.” 

 Dramatic architecture and design is evident throughout the ship, with the Grand 

Lobby serving as a majestic and powerful focal point.  The centre of onboard activity, it 

forms the core from which the ship’s other public rooms flow. 

 Beautifully proportioned, the Grand Lobby’s architecture is in keeping with the 

ambiance of many of Cunard ocean liners of the past while its interior design offers the 

contemporary elegance of a modern day luxury hotel.  The Grand Lobby’s dramatic 

triple height ceiling, sweeping staircase and sculpted balconies create an immediate 

and unmistakable sense of grandeur and arrival.  A signature piece of artwork anchors 

the staircase landing, affording a breathtaking focal point viewable from nearly every 

part of the Grand Lobby.  An earth tone colour palette of creamy beige, chestnut brown 

and gold is carried throughout, from light mahogany walls and circular hand-woven area



 

rugs to intricately designed marble floors.  Here, guests may conduct shipboard 

business at the Purser's Desk, catch up on email at the computer centre and move 

easily to Decks 2 and 3. 

 Moving forward from the Grand Lobby, guests pass through the Cunardia 

museum-display, emerging into the dramatic double-height Queens Room, a loggia-

style venue, reminiscent of a grand ballroom in a large country house.  With ceilings 

featuring a pair of gleaming crystal chandeliers and the delicate use of gold leaf, the 

room's styling is light and elegant.  Specially commissioned murals – by British artists – 

reinforce the line's British heritage, as do the activities which take place here, including 

afternoon tea, served by white gloved waiters, formal balls with a live orchestra, the 

traditional Captain's cocktail parties, Cunard World Club events and even fencing 

classes. 

 Added Teresa Anderson, “This room’s cantilevered balconies overlooking the 

ballroom are reminiscent of QE2, detailed with classically-ornate, curved railings.  The 

dance floor is hand-crafted of inlaid wood, inviting guests to enjoy the line’s grand 

tradition of elegant ballroom dancing.  The room's ceilings, light maple paneled walls 

and warmly backlit stained glass create a feeling of space and elegance.” 

 In contrast is Hemispheres, an ideal venue for daytime pursuits and a nightclub 

which will be open into the early hours.  The most contemporary area on the ship, it is a 

geometrically dynamic circular shape that is referenced in design elements throughout.  

The room’s glamorous design is evident from the moment of arrival.  A backlit 

perforated metal sphere encapsulated in decorative glazed screens serves as both a 

dramatic focal point and privacy-enhancing divider wall as guests enter the room.  Light 

mahogany wood paneling, leather-clad columns, metallic wall surfaces, executed in 

shades of dark blue, burgundy and gold, give the room a modern sensibility.  The 

circular dance floor is handcrafted wood and is highlighted by a gleaming chandelier  

suspended above.  Panoramic views through expansive floor-to-ceiling windows 

enhance the dramatic location of this unique venue. 

 The 90,000-ton Queen Victoria offers the very best of Cunard's heritage and 

traditions, along with all modern day luxuries including some exciting innovations. 

These include the first traditional West End-style private viewing boxes at sea in the 

Royal Court Theatre, the first Cunardia museum exhibit at sea, housing Cunard artifacts 

and memorabilia along with the first two-storey, library at sea featuring an elegant spiral 

staircase.  The ship also features the line's celebrated Queens Grill and Princess Grill 



 

accommodations and dining, further enhanced on Queen Victoria with exclusive deck 

terraces and an al fresco dining option. 

 From the outside, her distinctive black and red livery will hint at the sophistication 

that differentiates a Cunard liner.  This is most evident in the ship's adherence to liner 

traditions of the past, with elegant public rooms, many on a grand scale, featuring rich 

wood paneling, intricate mosaics and gleaming chandeliers.  There is also a grand, 

colonial-style conservatory complete with a retractable glass roof. 

 For more information and to book a voyage on Queen Victoria, contact a 

professional travel agent, call Cunard toll-free at 1-800-7-CUNARD or visit 

www.cunard.com. 
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About Cunard Line  
Cunard Line, operator of the luxury ocean liners Queen Mary 2 and Queen Victoria, has long been 
synonymous with the quest for new discoveries and the epitome of British refinement since the 
company's first paddle-wheeled steamer, Britannia, crossed the Atlantic in 1840.  Cunard voyages bring 
together like-minded travellers who seek a civilised adventure and relish the Cunard hallmarks of 
impeccable White Star Service

TM
, gourmet dining and world-class entertainment.  Today, Cunard offers 

the only regularly scheduled Transatlantic liner service and continues the legacy of world cruising which it 
began in 1922.  Queen Elizabeth joins the fleet in October 2010.     
 
 
World’s Leading Cruise Lines  
Cunard is a proud member of World's Leading Cruise Lines. Our exclusive alliance also includes Carnival 
Cruise Lines, Holland America Line, Princess Cruises, Costa Cruises and The Yachts of Seabourn. 
Sharing a passion to please each guest and a commitment to quality and value, World’s Leading Cruise 
Lines inspires people to discover their best vacation experience. Together, we offer a variety of exciting 
and enriching cruise vacations to the world's most desirable destinations.  Visit us at 
www.worldsleadingcruiselines.com. 
 
 
Follow Cunard online at:  
Blog: www.WeAreCunard.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/cunard  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/cunardline  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/wearecunard  
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/cunard  
 
Cunard photography is always available online at www.cunardimages.com  
Login ID:     press  
Password:  guyonda  
 
For additional information contact: 
Jackie Chase, Cunard Line, 661-753-1035, jchase@cunard.com 
Lauren Bennett Purnell, GolinHarris, 213-438-8732, lpurnell@golinharris.com 
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